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Born and raised in Arkansas, Dr. Byrd was
a proud graduate of Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity, where he was a ROTC student during his
tenure and the recipient of the Distinguished
Military Student Award. Upon graduation, he
received his commission in the Army as a
Second Lieutenant and proceeded to serve as
the Executive Officer, 2MTB 67 Armor and
then as the Accountable Officer, 9th Quarter-
master Battalion in Germany. Dr. Byrd also
earned a Masters in Psychology and a Ph.D.
from Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas. Most recently, he served as the Vice
President for the Texas Baptist Missions
Foundation where he traveled around the
State of Texas raising money for missions,
ministering to local churches, and emphasizing
the importance of sharing the gospel. His love
for people and winning them to Christ was evi-
dent in his actions; | know Dr. Byrd touched
countless lives.

| had the distinct privilege and pleasure of
having Dr. Byrd serve on my U.S. Academy
Selection Board for thirteen years. He proudly
served our country as a member of the Arkan-
sas National Guard and the U.S. Army Re-
serves, with his military career spanning over
twenty-three years. His record of exemplary
military service and background in education
made him well-suited to serve on my Board.
He was deeply committed to selecting the best
candidates for our military academies; these
students who would go onto serve as the next
leaders of our military in the generations to
come. There are no words that are capable of
fully expressing my heartfelt gratitude for his
dedicated service to our great Nation.

Dr. Byrd is survived by his loving wife of
fifty-one years, Wencie; his sons, Scott,
Lance, and Bart; his brother Bill; sisters Alice
and Lela Mae; and grandchildren Daniel,
Lauren, Blakely, Ryland, and Margaret.

| am honored to have known him and called
him my friend. He will be greatly missed. May
the peace of God be with those he loved and
sustain them through this hour of sorrow.

———

IN HONOR OF DRS. ROBERT G.
GARD AND JANET WALL

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Robert G. Gard, Jr. and his spouse
Dr. Janet Wall of Monterey, California, as the
Philanthropists of the Year chosen by the
Monterey Institute for International Studies for
their commitment to enriching the lives of the
Institute’s scholars.

Retiring after 31 years in the United States
Army, Dr. Gard became President of the Mon-
terey Institute for International Studies. He has
been awarded the Defense Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross and the Defense Distinguished
Service Medal, the Silver Star, and the Bronze
Star. Dr. Robert Gard has served our country
proudly and it is with great enthusiasm that he
continues to contribute to the community.

Dr. Janet Wall, an author and expert on ca-
reer development and educational review con-
tinues to donate her skills to the Institute’s
Yellow Ribbon program, which offers scholar-
ships and career advice to returned military
veterans. Her kindness and guidance has led
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many veterans to graduate from the Institute
and attain successful careers.

Dr. Gard and Dr. Wall established the Gard
‘n” Wall Scholarship in Nonproliferation Studies
to assist ambitious candidates to excel in the
field of Nonproliferation Studies. The es-
teemed couple has also donated generously
to the Robert Gard Scholarship, set up by the
Institute to honor the work of Dr. Gard. | am
proud to be a part of honoring Drs. Gard and
Wall and that | am able to associate myself
with the Monterey Institute of International
Studies.

Madam Speaker, it is a tremendous honor
to recognize Dr. Robert Gard and Dr. Janet
Wall for their continued support of the Mon-
terey Institute for International Studies. The In-
stitution is a jewel of higher education on the
Central Coast and | offer my sincerest con-
gratulations to this accomplished couple.

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JIM
OBERSTAR

SPEECH OF

HON. BETSY MARKEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 14, 2010

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to add my voice to those of my
colleagues from both sides of the aisle to
honor Congressman JiIM OBERSTAR. | was priv-
ileged to serve with Chairman OBERSTAR on
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure as a freshman member from Colo-
rado. There is no other person in this country,
and perhaps in the world, who is more knowl-
edgeable and well known on transportation,
transit and aviation issues as Chairman OBER-
STAR. Committee hearings were always settled
in a deep appreciation of history. There was
no better session in which to serve in Con-
gress than under the Chairmanship of Mr.
OBERSTAR.

| was proud to welcome Chairman OBER-
STAR to Fort Collins, Colorado, for a field hear-
ing on distracted driving. For the Chairman,
safety of the travelling public was foremost in
his mind and his presence at our hearing
brought much needed attention to the issues
and dangers of texting and use of cell phones
while driving.

It has been an honor to work with Mr. OBER-
STAR and | thank the Chairman for his many
years of service and leadership to Congress
and the American people.

HONORING BARBARA A. STINNETT
HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Barbara A. Stinnett, a Member of
the Calvert County Board of Commissioners
from 1986 through 1990; 1998 through 2002;
and most recently from 2006 to 2010. It is my
distinct honor to show our appreciation for her
commitment, dedication and public service to
Calvert County, to our great State of Maryland
and to our Nation.

Commissioner Stinnett was born in Chicago,
lllinois, graduated from Calvert High School
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and has been a resident of Calvert County for
60 years. Commissioner Stinnett is the mother
of 4, a grandmother of 11 grandchildren, and
a great-grandmother of 7.

In addition to serving three terms as a
County Commissioner, Mrs. Stinnett was em-
ployed by State Senator Roy Dyson for 14
years, serving as legislative and administrative
assistant in his Congressional Office and his
State Senate office. She is the owner-operator
of an income tax and accounting service and
was previously employed at Wayson’s Amuse-
ment Company in a financial management po-
sition for 17 years.

Calvert County has been well served by
Commissioner Stinnett’s more than 20 years
of dedicated public service. She is an active
member of the community in a variety of ca-
pacities. She served on the Calvert County
Democratic Central Committee, as President
of the Calvert County Democratic Women’s
Club, and as Secretary of the Maryland State
Democratic Women’s Clubs. In addition, Mrs.
Stinnett has been a director of the American
Red Cross, Calvert Hospice, the Special
Olympics, and the Northern High School
Boosters. She has held memberships in nu-
merous organizations ranging from the Calvert
Farmland Trust and Calvert Historical Society
to the Calvert County Fire and Rescue Com-
mission and the Calvert County Farm Bureau.
In addition, Mrs. Stinnett has been Director of
the Calvert County Fair Board, Charter Presi-
dent of Ducks Unlimited and a charter mem-
ber of Stallings-Wiliams American Legion
Auxiliary, Unit #206.

Through her years of service she has been
an advocate of maintaining Calvert County’s
rich agricultural heritage and assuring that
those without a voice are heard. Her energy,
frank and realistic approach and ability to con-
nect with people have made her an out-
standing public servant who has an unwaver-
ing respect for those she represents.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring Commissioner Barbara A.
Stinnett for her years of public service, dedi-
cated work and commitment to excellence on
behalf of the people of Calvert County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| would like to state my position on the fol-
lowing votes | missed.

On Tuesday, December 14, 2010, | missed
rollicall votes 628, 629, 630. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rolicall
No. 628, “nay” on rollcall No. 629, and “yea”
on rollcall No. 630.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 15, 2010
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, | was

unable to cast recorded votes on Tuesday,
December 14, on rolicall votes 628, 629, and
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